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Christian Council of Nigeria Calis for Loyalty to New Nation 


(Lagos) ~- A statement issued by the Christian Council of Nigeria on the attain- 
ment of that country's independence October 1 calls on all Christians "to dedi- 
cate themselves solemnly to the service of the Almighty in our great country and 
poe elorioues task ot nation buaidine" ; 


Signed by Dr. G.A, Ademola, president, and the Rev. W.J. Wood, secretary 
of the Council, the statement says that as independence has been made possible 
"by the sacrifices of devoted men and women" now the progress of the new nation 
requires of all its citizens "single-hearted devotion". 


"We, therefore, urge all Christians, by the diligent performance of their 
Civic and other duties, by their industry and integrity of life in its every 
department, to take a lead in the building up of our great nation into one in 
which the will of God is done." 


On October 1 Nigeria becomes a free, independent and sovereign state within 
the Commonwealth, the statement says, and takes her place among other independent 
African states with the liberty and power "to speak for her thirty-five million 
Citizens in the great councils of the world". 


- 
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"We the Christian Council of Nigeria are deeply grateful to Almighty God 
that our country has attained such a status", and especially that the position 
has been “achieved by orderly and peaceful processes", 


The Council invited all Christians in Nigeria to join in thanksgiving and 
prayer between 5:30 and 6 aem. on October 1, “We believe that such prayer will 
be a means of great blessing to our new nation in the first hours of her life." 


A study of Christian responsibility in an independent Nigeria will be 
launched by the Christian Council on Independence Day. Directed by Canon S.1. 
Kale, principal of St. Andrews Training College, the study is being undertaken 
in co-operation with the World Council of Churches' rapid social change studies. 
Dr, Herbert Hogan, professor of history at La Verne College, La Veme, Calif., 
has been sent by the WCC's Department of Church and Society and the General 
Brotherhood Board of the Church of the Brethren as consultant to assist in the 
study. The study is expected to be completed by June, 1961, EPS, Geneva 


Archbishov. lakovos Stresses Orthodox Role in Ecumenical Movement 


®uffalo, Gee oe Archbishop Iakovos, of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and 
South America, told 650 delegates to the archdiocese's fifteenth annual con- 
vention that "the Orthodox Church is by nature an ecumenical church", 


Speaking before representatives of 400 churches in the United States, Ca- 
nada and South America, the archbishop said that the Orthodox church "does not 
fear honest and constructive relationships with other churches" nor is such 
participation “coloured with preconceptions or suspicions", 


"Tt is important to note that the Roman Catholic Church, as well as the 
Protestant churches, have expressed themselves in an increasingly respectful 
manner toward our church, This is due in great measure to the acceptance on 
the part of the Greek Orthodox Church of its rightful role in the centre of the 
ecumenical movement", said Archbishop Iakovos, He is a president of the World 
Council of Churches, 


The Gree: Orthodox primate said it would be a blessing “if other churches 
were as free, as open-minded, as ecumenical, as our Greek Orthodox Church", He 
said the Orthodox Church must do more than merely claim membership in the World 
Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches, USA, It "must fully 
recognise the true definition and mission of eaimenicity of the Orthodox Church 
and the resultant role we must assume". 


The archbishop proposed that the delegates give attention to establishing 
a national programme in order that across "the length and breadth of the United 
States it will be possible for Orthodox Christians to receive religious enlighten— 
ment through radio and television", A strong Greek-American press, using both 
English and Greek languages, was needed, he said, 


He called on Orthodoxy in America to have an increased devotion to monasti- 
cism and asked for more Orthodox monks, deaconesses and missionaries. He an- 
nounced that the Ecumenical Patriarchate had authorised the building of a shrine 
om Lone Island, N,¥., in honour of the weeping icons (see EPS No. 25) and sug- 
gested that this shrine might become the nucleus of a centre of Orthodox spirit- 
val life in America, with a monastery, school for deaconesses, and training 
centre for religious education and community workers. I+t had been suggested 
earlier that a shrine be built to house the three small icons of the Madonna 
which were observed shedding tears last spring. 
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Dr. Roswell P, Barnes, of the New York office of the World Council of Chur- 
ches, told the clergy-laity congress that in the midst of growing distrust in 
the world, “Christians are coming into closer communication with one another, 
are helping each other in their needs and strengthening one another in their 
Christian witness", He said the Greek Orthodox Church has made a very signifi- 
cant contribution to the progress of the ecumenical movement "both in terms of 
a deeper understanding of the nature of the Church and God's purpose for it, and 
the strengthening of the fellowship of Christians across the boundaries of nation, 
culture, language and tradition". EPS, Geneva 


Vatican Council ; Aims Listed 


(Vatican City) - The Second Vatican Council will not be a council of “un Lon as 
but a council of "unity", Cardinal Giacomo Lercaro of Bologna has told an As- 
sembly on the Council meeting recently at Recoaro, Italy. 


A story published in the Osservatore Romano, Vatican City newspaper, quotes 
the cardinal as saying that in keeping with the thinking of Augustin Cardinal 
Bea on the question, the Council will seek "to establish and encourage the most 
favourable conditions for the mutual comprehension and sympathy which already 
exists and for a still greater reconciliation between the Catholic Church and 
the separated brethren, which could lead to union", 


"Certainly", he said, “the Catholic Church will not be able to make com- 
promises about dogma; but for everything else, such as rites and discipline, 
she could and would want to take account of the traditions and wishes of the 
churches desirous of unity, in particular those churches forming the World Coun- 
¢il of Churches." 


Augustin Cardinal Bea is head of the new Vatican Secretariat for Relations 
with Non=Roman Catholic Christians, which is making preparations for the Second 
Vatican Council. 


Another issue of the Osservatore Romano carries an article saying that an 


invitation to Eastern Orthodox Churches to attend the Council would not mean that — 


the Orthodox would take "an active part in the great meeting". 


Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cicognani said such an invitation would "mean 
rather that they should take advantage of an atmosphere of undcrstanding and 
should embark on a cautious exchange of views in order to seek the road that 
leads to the heart of unity, that is to say, the See of Veter", 


The cardinal, secretary of the Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Church, 
said that the Roman Catholic Church is the "depository and custodian" of Christ— 
ian revelation and "in no way can fall short in that responsibility". 


Roman Catholics, he said would feel a duty of “absolutely unselfish prother— 


hood" as they worked quietly with Orthodox representatives to overcome "organi- 
sational, political and above all psychological obstacles to reunion". 
EPS, Geneva 


More Missionaries Return to Congo 

(London) - Men missionaries and single women of the British Baptist Missionary 
Society are returning to their stations in the Leopoldville province area of the 
Congo. (See EPS No. 35) 


Many have been in Leopoldville awaiting return to their posts since they 
had to evacuate their stations at the beginning of the Congo disturbances. The 
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Rev. Ernest Madge, general forcign secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, 


fh nthe 9A 


has been in the Congo for the past two months making a study of the situation and 
discussing future church-mission relations with Congolese church leaders and Z 
issionaries. a 
Mr. liadge reports that men missionaries have returned to Thysville and the fe 
big medical training institute at Kimpense. The Congolese churches of the area a 
near Stanleyville have all asked for the returm of missionaries, the Society re= tg 
Ports. tine 
Missionaries were evacuated from this area on the insistence of British con— ~~ 7 
sular authorities. A number have already returned. Sixty-one BMS missionarics ia 
are in the Congo. Of the remainder many are mothers of the 42 children eva- on 
cuated to England or missionaries on normal furlough awaiting return. oi 


EPS, Geneva 


World Peace Initiatives Urged 


(Edmonton, Alta) - The United Church of Canada has been challenged to “take the, 
initiative and enter into dialogue" with Christian leaders in Russia and China 
on the subject of world peace. 
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Dr. E.J. Thompson, principal of St. Stephen's College, Edmonton, told the 


church's 19th biennial General Council meeting here last week that the church ae 
should stay clear of politics, but that he could see no reason why a competent one 
group should not go to China and talk with the Chinese. While, he added, he did <a 
not know whethcr Chinese Christians would be open to such overtures, “it is the ih: 
Christian mission to be concerned with the welfare of all mankind", ee 

In another address to the Council a US clergyman, Dr. John Sutherland Bon— | 
nell, New York, said that pressures from world events hostile to all religions oe 
are “in a measure" forcing Protestantsand Roman Catholics to work more closely o i 
together. 1a 


While “the ever advancing spirit of secularism, the corroding influence Of 3m 
materialism and the world-wide menace of Marxism" have bem advancing “on con- Heal 
tinent after continent since the second World War, Christianity has been steadi- é 
ly retreating", said Dr. Bomell, who is minister of the Fifth Avenue Presbyter- 
ian Church, New York. Both Protestants and Roman Catholics have discovered that War 
"accusations, name calling and angry disputes" not only do not advance the cause a 
of Christ, but radically hinder opposition to these forces. Rs 


In other sessions, the General Council: ey 


Authorized the church's Board of Overseas Mission to launch a new mission ¢ 
field in South America —- either in Brazil, Ecuador or Paraguay, the final de- +8; 
cision to be made by the Board. 


Heard a report that of $55,000,000 contributed by church members last year “Me 
"for all purposes", less than $2,000,000 went for use beyond the church's own Sy 
programme in Canada. | 


Approved plans for a study guide outlining Anglican-United Church relations 
to be sent to all its churches. Talks have been going on bctween the two chur- 
ches for 15 years, but have bogged down over the questions of apostolic succes= 
sion and "what constitutes a valid ministry". 


Elected as moderator, noted scholar and preacher Dr. Hugh Alexander McLeod, 
pastor of Knox United Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba. EPS, Geneva 


Digitized by the Internet Archive a. 
me in 2024 Sle . 
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"Distorted" Reports of African Church Life Scored 


(Antsirabe, Madagascar) - Yestern news media have presented a picture of the 
work of the church in Africa which is "so utterly irrelevant as to be ridicu- 
lous", a noted African leader has charged, 


Films, newspapers, books and other sources have cither failed entirely to 
recognise the influence of the Church or if they have, seem to regard it as 
"quite negligible", said Dr. Christian G, Baeta, chairmn of the International 
Missionary Council and professor of theology at the University College, Legon, 
Ghana. 


The IMC leader addressed the Second All Africa Lutheran Conference spon- 
sored by the Lutheran Norld Federation's Separtment of World Mission, September 
8-18 (see EPS No, 35), 


"Even visitors from foreign lands", he said, "while showing a keen interest 
in the present movement toward a new life all over the African continent, seem 
to be under the impression that Christian missions constitute some sort of hin- 
drance to African progress and even that they probably never should have been 
undertaken at ali.” 


Dr. baeta called upon Christian bodies to take note of these "considerable 
and apparently deliberate distortions of the motivation, the historical expres- 
Silons and the effects of Christian work in’ Africa that is going forward at ths 
present time". 


The Ghana leader declared that great benefits have flowed from "the love, 
courage and self-sacrifice" of missionaries and were "in many cases the chief 
reasons why (Africans) are what they are today; able to cope with modern de- 
mands instead of being hopolessly overwhelmed by them". 


In another session the Conference's more than 150 delegates, from different 
parts of Africa and Asia and Europe, approved a statement that African churches 
"should be entrusted with full autonomy in the work of the Church, with the 
right to select their own leaders, be they African or European (Western) and to 
do so without the necessity for action to be ratified by a home board", 


While this is required, the statement also recognised "that the large un- 
finished task of evangelisation requires continual use of missionary personnel 
and that the African churches earnestly desire this help". BPO, Geneva: 


Dutch Churches Discuss Closer Co-operation 

(Wageningen, Netherlands) - A committee of representatives of the Goreformeerde 
(Re-Reformed) Churches in the Netherlands and the Netherlands Hervormde (Ro- 
formed) Church has called for closer co-operation between the two churches at 
the local level. 


Meeting at the request of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in the Nether 
lands, the committee issued a report calling for, among other things, pulpit 
exchange. 


The committee proposes to submit the report to both church councils and to 
seek their approval for discussion in wutual church gatherings. 


The report recognises "many and great differences" between the two chur- 
ches but asks "whether the differences are of such a nature that unity", or pos- 
sible steps towards unity, "must be rejected in advance", Customs and style of 
life! must never be regardcod as being the determining factors, it said. "The cri- 
terion must simply and solely be in the Bible." 


No. 36 — 30th September, 1960 6 


While observing that the larger questions of unity arc not "wholly realis- 
able without further considoration", the committee suggested practical steps to 
demonstrate unity in local situations, Among these are careful use of pulpit 
exchange, with a suggestion that this could be done cither on special days in 
the Christian calendar or at regular intervals such as once a month. On such 
occasions ministers would be obliged "to confine themselves to the preaching of 
the Gospel within the confession of faith in force in both churches", 

HPS, Geneva 


Indonesian Christians in Philippines 

(Cotabato, Philippines) - There are an estimated 6,000 Indonesian Christians in 
the southern Philippines, who are in dire need of literature and leadership, ac-— 
cording to a survey recontly made by the Orient Crusades, a missions group with 
headquartors in Manila. 


In an intcrview reported by FENS (Far East News Service), the Rev. Basil 
Costerisan, a Crusades official, said that on a recent trip there ho was “over- 
whelmed" by the greetings he received and that one old Indonesian leader told 
him: "For thirteen years we have prayed for a shepherd and now a shepherd has 
come," 


The Indonesians, who came from northern Indonesia, are reported living for 
the most part in the Sarangani Bay areas. Mr, Costerisan said most have adapted 
themselves to the Filipino culture "to a degree", although they still speak their 
own language, as well as Filipino dialects. He said most of them have Bibles or 
hymnals, but urgently need other materials. EPS, Geneva 


the Church an the DDR Remains Hash 


(Stuttgart) - Statistics »ublished in the Deutschen Pfarrerblatt here show that 
the number of people leaving the church in Eastern Gcrmany remains high, but has 
not risen in relation to previous years despite increasing anti-church propa- 
ganda. 


Number of People Leaving 


In Halle/Saale, for instance, the figure for last year amounted to.1.3% of 
the mainly Evangelical population. Young people account for the bulk of this 
figure: 48. bye of those leaving the church were under 30, 30. 8o between 30 and 
50, and 14.7 over 50. 


According to the German publication, the reasons for leaving vary widely, 
The most important is that state and party officials are compelled to leave the 
church, The influence of atheism, as an intellectual approach, is considerable, 
but more often the motive for leaving is simply lack of imterest. Some people 
leave for tactical reasons but these often continue paying church taxes while 
their children attend church=-sponsored kindergartens and religious education 
classes. EPS, Geneva 
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Students Say Asian Churches "Poo Western" 


(Geneva) - A group of Asian post-graduate students has called upon the Church in 
Asia "to libcrate itself from everything that prevents a truly Asian expression 
of its witness". The students came from various European universities. 


"There is a justifiable feeling that the Church in the East has been so con-— 
formed to the Westem pattern that it is not at home in Asia", they said. ‘To 
achieve its essential Asian character, it must put "total dependence on Christ 
its Master and (work for) a true interdependence" with the churches in the West, 
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The statement was issucd by 22 post-graduate students from Australia, Ccylon, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, the Philippines and Singapore. They 
attended the first Asian Students Forum, held September 17-23 under auspices of 
the Department on the Laity of the Jorld Council of Churches, at the John Knox 
House, a Presbyterian student centre in Geneva, Switzerland, 


The statement confirmed “our unity in Christ", but although Asia is gene- 
rally viewed as one geographical unity, "there is a great diversity of cultural, 
political and social background and historical heritage. The whole of Asia is 
in a stage of experimentation in a desperate attempt to find out what the right 
and suitable road is", they said, In this situation "the Church can make its 
witness ... only if it refuses to be an isolated minority ... (and becomes) a 
creative minority", 


During the forum a scparate meeting took place between the three Japanese 
and five Korean students, to talk over "the misunderstandings" between the two 
countries. In a statement issued after their meeting they defined their future 
task as “developing a greater understanding of each other" and suggested this 
could be done through more communications between individuals, exchanges of re- 
ports about their work and exchanges of theologians, missionaries, students, 
and other Christian workers. 


The Korean and Japanese students summed up the quality of their talks in a 
concluding paragraph. “We became good friends", it said, "the meeting meant 
much to us, not because we solved our problems, but because .,. we were together, | 
We were left with the fecling that this mecting forms part of a new hope for to- 
morrow," 


» Theme of the forum was "Call to Be a Creative Minority”.: The first for 
Asian students, it was organised at the request of the Hast Asian Christian Con \ 
ference, Two similar forums had been held earlier for African students studying 
in Hurope. HPS, Geneva 


Bishop Reeves Sees Deportation as Unifying Factor 


(London) — The Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves believes that his deportation by the 

South African government "will lead ‘to a ercater understanding between church 
people of different racial origin Gin South africa), and will draw them closer tom 
one another", 


The Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, writing in the Church Times, a Church 
of England newspaper, said "it might be thought that church people would be in- 
timidated by such-an action, but this is far from being the casc". 

He said the response to the action indicates that many church people “are 
fully aware of the grave issues raiscd" and that their "shock" will mean “an in= 
crease in their efforts to make the actual Church in South Africa approximate 
more closely to that pattcrn of corporate life which God intends His Church to 
exhibit, 


Bishop Reeves, who has been an outspoken opponent of South African apartheid 
policies, was deported by the government “in the public interest" two days after 
his return to Johannesburg from a five-month visit to Imgland. (See EPS No. 35) 

BPS, Geneva 
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UN Delegates Receive CCIA Memorandum 


(New York) - The 800 representatives to the 15th session of the Unitcd Nations 
General Asscombly have reccived a detailcd memorandum from the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. It sets forth position of the CCIA and its 
parent bodies, the Intcrnational Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches, on such UN agenda items as disarmament, cessation of testing, economic 
and technical assistance, current problems in Africa, and East-Wost tension. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, CCIA director, transmitted the memorandum to heads 
of state, foreign ministors, and delegates to the Assembly, with a letter saying 
that in many churches special prayers will be offered and special studies under- 
taken during the period the Assembly is in session, 


The memorandum calls attention to the message addressed to churches in South 
Africa by the recent Central Committee meeting of the World Council of Churches 
at St. Andrews (see EPS No, 34). It rejoiced "in the achievement of responsible 
independence" on the part of so many former colonies but deplored instances where 
"violence and apparent irrosponsibility, on one side or the other, have jeopar- 
dized tho transition to independence", 


The CCIA also-calls on the Unitcd Nations to break the disarmament deadlock 
and "to give clear and unmistakable directives on an equitable starting point" 
for disarmament or at least for negotiations. HPS, Geneva 


iba, brnee 


A consultation on "The Hindu View of Man" will be held October 10-15, at 
Nagpur, India, under auspices of the World Council of Churches, the International 
Missionary Council and the East Asia Christian Council. Both Hindus and Indian 
Christians will participate. Discussion will be based on six advance study pa- 
pers, four presenting the Hindu view and two the Christian view. The consult— 
ation is part of a serics on "The Word of God and the Living Faiths of Men". 
Similar consultatims are schcduled later in Burma and Hong Kong. A first was 
held in July of this year in Jcrusalen, 


x * 


Queen Elizabeth will address the special sitting of the Gencral Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland when it meets in Edinburgh October 10-11 to mark the fourth 
centenary of the Reformation im Scotland, The Queen will be the first reigning 
monarch to attend an Assembly since James VI of Scotland (1566-1625) . About 60 
delegates from member churches of the World Presbyterian Alliance and represent— 
atives of the World Council of Churches and the Intcrnational Missionary Couneil 
are expected to attend the opening service. 


x * 


Applications for World Council of Churches fellowships for the academic 
year 1961-1962 must be reccived at WCC headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland, not 
later than November 30. Applications for the academic year 1962-1963 can be 
submitted through the end of March, 1961. Three to four fellowships are granted 
each year, primarily to younger theological professors or advanced students 
wanting to do further study abroad, The programme is in addition to the WCC's 
scholarship programme through which 135 students from 31 countries studied ait 
countries other than their own during the academic year 1959-1960. EPS, Geneva 
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